Outcome of Surgical Inspection of the Gallbladder in Relation to Final Pathology.
Routine histopathologic gallbladder examination after cholecystectomy has been a point of discussion. The aim of this study was to evaluate the macroscopic examination by the surgeon in relation to the final histology. A prospective study was conducted to investigate the practice of macroscopic gallbladder examination by a surgeon compared to routine histopathology by a pathologist. All consecutive cholecystectomies were included between November 2009 and February 2011. A total of 319 consecutive cholecystectomies were performed. Of all macroscopic examinations, the surgeon identified 62 gallbladders with macroscopic abnormalities, ranging from polyps to wall thickening or ulcers. In 55 (17.2%) cases, the surgeon judged that further examination of the specimen by the pathologist could possibly lead to additional and relevant findings. There was a strong agreement between the surgeon and the pathologist concerning the macroscopic examination (κappa = 0.822). The surgeon and the pathologist had disagreement on the macroscopic examination of 18 gallbladders, without clinical consequences for the patient. The present prospective study shows that the surgeon should be able to select those gallbladders needing a microscopic gallbladder examination. Potentially, about 80% of this kind of routine histology can be reduced.